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The Oxley Archies Update - Due date extended to Friday 15 May
Artists of Oxley - we have already received some fantastic entries for the 
Oxley Archies - however; we are extending the due date to Friday 15 May to 
give you all a little more time.
So - let’s get to work - a portrait of anyone you have been in isolation with - 
any medium - photograph it and send it to R໥FH#R[OH\�QVZ�HGX�DX
Judged by artist, Ben Quilty, this is a fantastic competition open to everyone 
- good luck and have fun! 
Some tips to consider:
�6WDUW�GUDZLQJ�OLJKWO\�ZLWK�WKH�ELJJHVW�VKDSHV�¿UVW���ZRUN�WRZDUGV�¿QH�GHWDLOV�
at the end.
•Make sure both you and your model don’t move positions - this will change 
the perspective of what you are looking at.
•Consider some lighting - a lamp is good to create contrast on the face - 
from here you can try to capture “shadow shapes” on the face as well as 
some interesting tonal shifts.
�7U\�D�IHZ�DQJOHV��IDFH�IURQW�RQ��SUR¿OH��WKUHH�TXDUWHUV��IXOO�ERG\��KHDG�	�
shoulders etc.
•Don’t judge your work - have fun, enjoy the process!
•The best advice is to just go for it!!! By Mark Hetherington

These are some current entries. Artists will be revealed after judging.

http://office@oxley.nsw.edu.au
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What a joy it was to hear the College grounds come alive with students cheerfully greeting each other 

/news-events/connectedathome/  
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Year 12 
It has been a joy to see Year 12 return this week. Many of them already looked more mature and grown up after 
their weeks at home. As we have said many times already, a school is not a school without its students, and 

/learning/learninghome/  
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learning@homelearning@home
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/learning/learninghome/
/news-events/connectedathome/
/news-events/connectedathome/
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http://isliplibrary.org/reading-aloud-to-older-children/

http://isliplibrary.org/reading-aloud-to-older-children/
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BIG ISSUE

The countless and oddly tiring days it seems we’ve 
been placed under during these strange and new 
restrictions has inspired me to write about life 
away from this current corona crisis, avoiding the 
ever so repetitive nature of the ABC 7.00pm news. 

These past few months I have pondered over 
the cliché ‘meaning of a good life’, due to the 
introduction of the topic in many of my classes 
at school. With all this time on my hands, I’ve 
JRQH� WKURXJK� TXLWH� WKH� <RX7XEH� UDEELW� KROH� RI�
motivational and philosophical speakers and 
stories. Yet one especially caught my eye by the 
well-known Prince Ea. He spoke about labels in a 
video titled ‘I am not Black, You are not White’.  
+H�VSHDNV�DERXW�WKH�FRQ¿QLQJ�QDWXUH�RI�ODEHOV�LQ�
a sense that aims to divide us rather than unite. 
7KLV�YLGHR�VWUXFN�TXLWH�WKH�QHUYH�LQ�PH�IRU�,�KDYH�
a tendency to be dependent on labels to guide me 
through everyday life, I think this is perhaps an 
underlying value all humans share and desperately 
cling onto. We enjoy being assertive and direct yet 
forget that it is not directly linked with knowledge 
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CREATIVE WRITING

Babette was a little girl, beautiful and daring, beautiful and 
sweet-natured, beautiful and perspicacious. Everything that 
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Fenrig and Aeri ate their scarce dish of lavender dumplings 
in silent. Fenrig wasn’t the only one to have a tankard of 
spiced mead that night. The hearth remained dusky, the 
VSXWWHULQJ� RI� ÀDPHV� ZDV� DEVHQW�� D� UHPLQGHU� RI� $HUL� DQG�
Fenrig’s hopelessness. 
Settling into bed on groaning stomachs, they did dare not 
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,Q�WKLV�WLPH�RI�VHOI�LVRODWLRQ��ZH�ZLOO�RIWHQ�¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�D�
state of overwhelming and unescapable boredom. Many say 
that this is the perfect time to pick up a new skill, so why not 
OHDUQ�D�QHZ�ODQJXDJH"�0V�*LEVRQ�KDV�DOO�\RX�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�RQ�
OHDUQLQJ�D�QHZ�ODQJXDJH��D�ZRQGHUIXO�VNLOO�WR�DFTXLUH�

:KDW�ODQJXDJHV�DUH�\RX�ÀXHQW�LQ"
Japanese and German are the languages I’ve spent the most 
WLPH� ZLWK�� EXW� ,¶G� RQO\� FODLP� WR� EH� ÀXHQW� LQ� -DSDQHVH�� � ,Q�
Germany, I rely on a combination of German and charades!
:KDW�VSDUNHG�\RXU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�ODQJXDJHV"
,�KDG�D�IDEXORXV�*HUPDQ�WHDFKHU��+HUU�6FKDH໤HU��ZKHQ�,�ZDV�
a student at Oxley.  He was wonderfully eccentric and always 
challenged us to explore German beyond the textbook and to 
be adventurous in speaking the language even if we made 
mistakes.
It fascinated me to learn about students my age in Germany 
DQG�,�ORYHG�WKH�ZD\�WKH�ODQJXDJH�PDGH�PH�WKLQN�LQ�D�GL໤HUHQW�
way.
$SSDUHQWO\��+HUU�6FKDH໤HU¶V�GDXJKWHU�LV�DOVR�D�JUHDW�WHDFKHU�
+RZ�GLG�\RX�OHDUQ�WR�VSHDN�WKHVH�ODQJXDJHV"
I studied German through to the HSC then travelled to Japan 
on a Rotary scholarship.  In Japan, I lived in a tiny country 
town with no English speakers, so it was a case of ‘sink or 
swim’.  
,W�ZDV�DERXW�¿YH�PRQWKV�EHIRUH�,�VWDUWHG�GUHDPLQJ�LQ�-DSDQHVH�
which is apparently a sign that you’ve internalised a language.  
Until then, though, it was both disorientating and hilarious as 
I really had no idea what anyone was saying, so I got into all 
sorts of funny situations.
Is there any language you would recommend for 
EHJLQQHUV�WR�OHDUQ"
Any language at all!  If you have family heritage with another 
language background, that language takes on special 
VLJQL¿FDQFH��VR�GH¿QLWHO\�VHL]H� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� OHDUQ� IURP�
your parents or grandparents and to explore your heritage.
2WKHUZLVH�� OHDUQ�ZKDWHYHU� ODQJXDJH� LV�EHLQJ�R໤HUHG�DW� \RXU�
school.  Once you’ve learnt a second language, it is easy to 
pick up a third and a fourth, so it really doesn’t matter which 
language you start with.  Every language will teach you to 
WKLQN�LQ�D�GL໤HUHQW�ZD\�DQG�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�D�QHZ�FXOWXUH��VR�
is hugely worthwhile.

:KDW�UHVRXUFHV�DUH�KHOSIXO�ZKHQ�OHDUQLQJ�ODQJXDJHV"
We need to be exposed to a new word between 15-20 times 
EHIRUH�ZH�SURSHUO\� OHDUQ� LW�� VR�DQ\� UHVRXUFH� WKDW�R໤HUV�ERWK�
visual and aural exposure with loads of repetition is good.   
Education Perfect and AnkiApp are good apps for this.
To extend vocabulary beyond textbook lists and gain insight 
LQWR�ORFDO�LVVXHV��VLPSOL¿HG�QHZV�VLWHV�VXFK�DV�<DEOD�IRU�)UHQFK�
and coscom.co.jp for Japanese are great.
,¶P� DOVR� ORYLQJ� WKH� µ/DQJXDJHV� /HDUQLQJ� WKURXJK� 1HWÀL[¶�
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COPING WITH CORONA 
LOCKDOWN

Coping with the Corona Lockdown
6R��,�JXHVV�LW¶V�IDLU�WR�VD\�WKDW������KDV�EHHQ�SUHWW\�FUD]\�VR�IDU��
)URP�KDYLQJ�WR� OHDYH�RXU�KRPHV�EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�EXVK¿UHV�DW� WKH�
start of the year, to having to stay in our homes because of corona 
virus.
Staying at home and not being able to do some of the “normal” 
everyday things we do has impacted everyone’s lives in Kangaroo 
Valley in some way or another. This is how I see it. Since the world 
has gone into lockdown, despite the daily doom and gloom news 
of corona deaths, it seems positive news can also be seen on the 
television and internet.  It’s as though our Earth is starting to 
somewhat “heal”. For example, I have seen beautiful videos and 
photos of dolphins swimming in clear blue waters of the canals 
LQ� 9HQLFH�� )RU� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� LQ� FHQWXULHV� WKHVH� FDQDOV� DUH� ¿QDOO\�
clear because there are no tourist gondolas going in and out every 
day polluting the waters. Clear skies in India can be seen because 
factories aren’t spewing out pollutants into the air every day. The 
Himalayan ranges can be seen clearly from the once polluted city of 
3XQMDE��ZKHUHDV�EHIRUH�D�FORXG�RI�KD]H�ZRXOG�REOLWHUDWH�DQ\�YLHZV�
of the stunning mountains. The lockdown has allowed for these 
YLHZV�WR�EH�¿QDOO\�VHHQ��%HIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�SKRWRV�RI�WKH�FOHDU�VNLHV�
DURXQG�:XKDQ�DLUSRUW�VKRZV�XV�MXVW�KRZ�PXFK�WKH�DLU�TXDOLW\�KDV�
improved in a matter of weeks simply by stopping everything that 
we do.
Being with my family 24/7 has really made me think about the 
more important things in life. It has occurred to me that spending 
TXDOLW\� WLPH�ZLWK�P\� IDPLO\�DQG�P\�SHWV�DUH� WKH�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW�
things to me right now. I am very grateful that I can still go outside 
to my garden and ride my horse unlike many people who live in 
cities, being stuck in their apartments. I am really lucky to live in 
Kangaroo Valley where I am surrounded by so much beauty and 
nature. Although I haven’t been able to physically associate with 
my friends, I am very lucky to be able to connect with them via the 
internet.
With having all this time on my hands in self-isolation, I have been 
doing a lot of craft, cleaning, cooking, riding my horse and sleeping 
in. Being in high school now, I was doing online schooling before 
WKH�KROLGD\V�VWDUWHG��ZKLFK�ZDV�TXLWH�D�FKDQJH�IRU�PH��,�DP�DFWXDOO\�
getting used to it now and it has been pretty good so far. It sure 
beats getting up at 5.30am every morning to catch three school 
buses just to get to school, then catch three other buses just to get 
home in the afternoons!
So that’s pretty much my view on coping with the corona virus 
lockdown and what I have been doing in self isolation with my family 
and pets. By staying at home, we are saving lives. Mother nature 
has spoken. She wants us to stop, look around and appreciate the 
EHDXW\� DURXQG� XV� DQG� WR� VWRS� GDPDJLQJ� RXU� (DUWK�� �$UWLFOH� ¿UVW�
published in the May issue of Kangaroo Valley Voice).
By Julaiha Kallus ( Year 7)

COVID SPARKING KINDNESS 

In a testing time for all, it is incredible to see such inspiring acts of 
kindness. Whether it be the small team of engineer’s 3D printing 
respirator valves where there are shortages in Italian hospitals, 
or the family that handed out leftover food from their daughter’s 
FDQFHOOHG�EDW�PLW]YDK�� WKH\�DOO� VKRZFDVH� WKH�SRVLWLYHO\� LQIHFWLRXV�
role kindness plays in our world. 

Another way in which kindness has helped and possibly saved many 
lives is through the acts of the 100-year-old Yorkshire born veteran, 
Captain Tom Moore. Captain Tom celebrated his 100 years of living 
by walking 100 laps around his garden, aiming to fundraise 1,000 
SRXQGV��URXJKO\������$8��IRU�WKH�1DWLRQ�+HDOWK�6HUYLFH�&KDULWLHV«
but boy did he exceed that target. On his birthday, Thursday 30 
April, the funds reached a massive 30 million pounds (58.5m AU). 
Later that day he was also awarded, with the Queen’s approval, the 
Honorary Colonel by the military college for young soldiers. This 
shows how the act of one person, no matter how big or small can 
PDNH�D�PDVVLYH�GL໤HUHQFH�WR�WKH�OLYHV�RI�RWKHUV��

-RKQ�.UDVLQVNL��$PHULFDQ�DFWRU�DQG�¿OPPDNHU�KDV�EHJXQ�D�<RX7XEH�
channel called ‘Some Good News’ where, like the title suggests, he 
aims to highlight and bring together news that spreads smiles. I 
think it is really important to invest your time into something that 
makes you feel good, though it is also crucial to remember that 
the reality we are facing now is not foreign or new to many people 
around the world. Perspective is such a key concept to have in 
times like these for example; the 2017 Restriction of Movement over 
Palestinian populations in certain Occupied territories strips them of 
their ability to travel, creates uncertainty and overall restricts their 
freedom of movement. Whilst we are out here buying the last of the 
ÀRXU��SDVWD�DQG�SRUULGJH��ZRUOG�KXQJHU�LV�WKH�FDXVH�RI�����RI�FKLOG�
deaths. There are problems outside of the Coronavirus that we’re 
not panic buying or stressing about simply because we are blind to 
them. Though, it’s time to take breath, open up our eyes and gain 
some peripheral vision on our world and its issues, big and small.

Peggy Holmwood (Year 10)

COVID SPARKING 
KINDNESS
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GOOD & OTHER 
NEWS

“What your favourite Baby-Sitters Club babysitter says about you.”
Yesterday, I sat at my laptop and made a promise to myself; I was going to write the best ever 
DUWLFOH�WKH�3LQ�2DN�KDG�HYHU�VHHQ�«�WKDW�GLGQ¶W�KDSSHQ��,QVWHDG��,�ZDWFKHG�WKH������%DE\�6LWWHUV�
Club Christmas special. The two-sentence synopsis describing the cinematic masterpiece’s plot as 
“The Baby-Sitters’ holiday party promises to be the best ever! But why isn’t Stacey sharing in all of 
WKH�IXQ"´�,�ZDV�KRRNHG��7KH�%DE\�6LWWHUV�&OXE�ERRNV�ZHUH�D�KDOOPDUN�RI�P\�\RXWK��DV�D�PDWWHU�RI�
fact; I was banned from(stAk)4.5 (omA<004F00ms.sqm8.748 6mQ
Q
q
0 0 595.276 7be )0.f 
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OLD OXLEYANOLD OXLEYAN
1RZ�WKDW�\RX¶UH�R໤�LQ�WKH�ELJ�ZLGH�ZRUOG��ZKDW�KDYH�
\RX�PDGH�RI�\RXUVHOI�VLQFH�¿QLVKLQJ�VFKRRO�DW�2[OH\"
Life has changed a lot since I left Oxley in 2001. I currently live 
in San Francisco, USA where I work in the health technology 
VHFWRU�� 3ULRU� WR� ������ ,� ZDV� EDVHG� LQ� 6\GQH\�� ,W¶V� EHHQ� DQ�
interesting and challenging experience to translate my skills 
DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�IURP�RQH�$XVWUDOLD�WR�D�YHU\�GL໤HUHQW�FRQWH[W�
in the US, but it has been very enjoyable so far and I’ve 
GH¿QLWHO\�OHDUQW�D�ORW�
Originally, I studied psychology with the idea I might do 
medicine as a post-graduate degree. However, early on at 
XQLYHUVLW\��,�UHDOLVHG�WKDW�SUREDEO\�ZDVQ¶W�D�JUHDW�¿W�IRU�PH��
I took some lab-based biology classes and didn’t enjoy them 
as much as the other classes I was doing so committing to 
another four+ years of largely, lab-based work didn’t seem 
like a good choice. Through a chance meeting when I was 
¿QLVKLQJ� XS� P\� SV\FKRORJ\� GHJUHH�� ,� HQGHG� XS� ZRUNLQJ� LQ�
a role supporting organisations across NSW providing drug 
and alcohol treatment. This role gave me the opportunity to 
travel across rural and regional NSW and I really enjoyed 
ZRUNLQJ� ZLWK� WKHVH� RUJDQLVDWLRQV� WR� LPSURYH� WKH� TXDOLW\� RI�
their services through training initiatives and programme 
evaluation.
This experience led me to study a Masters of Public Health 
which is where my passion lies. Rather than focus on the 
individual interactions between a person and a healthcare 
professional (which are of course, extremely important), I 
discovered I was more interested in the systems, structures 
DQG� ¿QDQFLQJ� WKDW� VXSSRUW� WKH� GHOLYHU\� RI� KHDOWKFDUH��
Following this interest, I have worked across government, 
non-government and academic settings focussing on 
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